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Ten Ways School Prepares You for the Work World 



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





Source: http://www.collegeboard.com/student/csearch/majors_careers/45548.html
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

 

 
Action Plan: High School Juniors 

Fall 
o Take the PSAT/NMSQT. 
o Start your college search. 
o Start with you: Make lists of your abilities, preferences, and personal qualities. List things 

you may want to study and do in college.  
o Jumpstart your college planning by reading about majors and careers.  
o Use college search engines to find colleges with the right characteristics.  
o Start thinking about financial aid. 
o Talk to your counselor about your college plans and attend college night and financial aid 

night at your school.  
o Use financial aid calculators to estimate your aid eligibility and college costs.  

 
Winter 

o Plan your spring testing schedule. You can take either the SAT Reasoning Test™ or up to 
three SAT Subject Tests™ on one test day. Plan your testing schedule carefully if you 
want to take both types of SAT®. See the SAT schedule of test dates and register online 
for the SAT.  

o Continue searching for colleges. 
o Write your resume. 
o Talk with your counselor. 

 
Spring 

o Get ready for the SAT®. 
o Visit the www.collegeboard.com to take a free full-length official practice test and get a 

score and skills report.  
o Explore colleges - Start visiting local colleges: large, small, public, and private. Get a feel 

for what works for you. Develop a list of 15-20 colleges that interest you.  
o Plan ahead for the summer & senior year. 
o Review your senior year class schedule with your counselor. Challenge yourself with 

honors and stick with sequences you've begun, in the languages, for example.  
o Plan summer activities early. Enrich yourself by volunteering, getting an interesting job 

or internship, or signing up for special summer learning programs.  
o Keep your counselor up-to-date on your plans. 

 
Summer 

o Keep your momentum up this summer. 
o Visit colleges. Take campus tours and, at colleges you're serious about, schedule 

interviews with admissions counselors. Be sure to bring your campus visit checklist.  
o Request applications from colleges to which you'll apply. Check important dates; some 

universities have early dates or rolling admissions.  
 
Source: http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/action/juniors.html 
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Action Plan: High School Seniors 
Fall 
 

o Take the SATs®. Decide which colleges should be sent your scores. 
o Narrow your list of colleges to between 5 and 10 and review it with your counselor.  
o Get an application and financial aid info from each. Visit as many as possible.  
o Use the College Application checklist to keep track of deadlines. 
o Ask for recommendations. Give each person your resume, a stamped, addressed 

envelope, and any required forms. Don’t forget to send THANK YOU NOTES. 
o Write application essays and ask teachers, parents, and friends to read first drafts.  
o Applying Early Action or Early Decision? November 1. 
o Ask if your college offers an early estimate of financial aid eligibility.  
o Get Financial Aid Info- Attend financial aid info events in your area.  
o Talk to your counselor about CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE®.  
o Apply for scholarships.  

 
Winter 

o Apply to colleges. Most regular applications are due between January 1 and February 15.  
o Keep copies of everything you send.  
o Request transcripts to be sent to colleges.  
o Contact colleges to make sure they've received all application materials.  
o Submit your FAFSA as soon after January 1 as possible. Men 18 or older must                           

register for the selective service to receive federal financial aid.  
 
Spring 

o You should get acceptance letters and financial aid offers by mid-April.  
o Talk to financial aid officers.  
o If you haven't already, visit your final college before accepting.  
o May 1: You must tell every college of your acceptance or rejection of offers of admission 

or financial aid by May 1.  
o Send a deposit to the college you choose.  

 
Summer 

o Ask that your final transcript be sent to your college.  
o Start preparing for the year ahead.  

 
Source: http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/action/seniors.html 
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What really matters to colleges… 
Many factors influence admissions decisions including: 

     
    
     
   
 

Which factors most affect the admissions decision? 







 




 

Courses and grades 


 


• 
• 


• 
• 



Class rank 





Test scores  


 




 

Recommendations from counselors and teachers 




• 
• 
• 

 

Extracurricular activities 



• 
• 
• 
• 


Additional factors  




 
Source: http://professionals.collegeboard.com/guidance/applications/decision 
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

Tips for Finding Your College Match 
Characteristics You Should Consider 




 

Size of the Student Body 


 
 
 
 




 

Location 




 

Academic Programs 





 

Campus Life 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cost 




 

Diversity 




 
Retention and Graduation Rates 






Source: http://www.collegeboard.com/student/apply/the-application/52.html 
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Types of Colleges 
Which Type Suits You Best? 



 
Liberal Arts Colleges 



 
Universities 


 
Community or Junior Colleges 


 
Upper-Division Schools 




 
Agricultural, Technical, and Specialized Colleges 



 
Public vs. Private 




 
Special Interests 















 
Bottom Line 




Source: http://www.collegeboard.com/student/csearch/where-to-start/2.html 
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Working with Your Counselor During the College Application Process 

Four Simple Tips 









A Counselor's Work 








Four Tips for Working with Your Counselor 



1.  Be Responsible. 





2.  Be Organized. 





3.  Be Early. 








4.  Be Relaxed. 









Source: http://www.collegeboard.com/student/apply/the-application/50530.html 
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
There is no rule that dictates how many colleges you may apply to.  If you’re willing to 
pay the application fees, you can apply to dozens.  But that’s a poor strategy.  Take the 
time to research and you’ll be able to whittle your initial list down to a manageable 
number of schools. 

Once you know what you’re looking for, you can start crafting a list of colleges that fit 
your specifications.  Don’t include a school on your list that you wouldn’t be willing to 
attend.  As your list takes shape, include schools that fall into one of the following three 
categories: match, reach, and safety. 

A match school is one where your academic credentials fall well within (or even exceed) 
the school’s range for the average freshman.  There are no guarantees, but it’s not 
unreasonable to be accepted to several of your match schools. 

A reach school is one where your academic credentials fall below the school’s range for 
the average freshman.  Reach schools are long-shots, but they should still be possible. If 
you have a 2.0 GPA, Harvard is not a reach school—it’s a dream. 

A safety school is one where your academic credentials fall above the school’s range for 
the average freshman.  You can be reasonably certain that you will be admitted to your 
safety schools. 

Apply to a few schools from each category (many applicants apply to around three reach 
schools, three match schools and two safety schools). Separating them will help you 
manage your expectations throughout the admissions process. And it will ensure that you 
set ambitious goals and give yourself some back-up options. 
Source: http://www.princetonreview.com/college/match-reach-safety.aspx 
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The Letter of Recommendation 












 
Start Early 








 
Pick Wisely 











 
Treat Your Recommenders Well 












 
Source: http://www.princetonreview.com/college/letter-of-recommendation.aspx 
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
How important is the essay? 












 

What are colleges looking for in an essay? 



 

What are the different types of essays? 





The "you" question 
• 


• 




• 


• 



• 
• 


• 

The "why us" question 
• 




• 


• 



• 




• 




• 
• 
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The "creative" question 
• 


• 




• 


• 



• 




• 
• 

 
Source: http://professionals.collegeboard.com/guidance/applications/essay 
 

15 Essay Tips from Admissions Counselors 































































Source: http://apps.carleton.edu/admissions/apply/essay_tips/ 
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Extracurriculars 






































Source: http://www.princetonreview.com/college/extracurriculars.aspx 




















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
























































































Source: http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/high-school/36957.html 
Source: http://www.professional-resume-example.com/resume-tips-for-high-school-students.html 
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From the MCG 2009 edition  














































 
Source: http://mycollegeguide.org/articles/6/85/facebook_and_college_admission 
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Campus Visit Checklist 
Make the Most of Your Trip 





• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 





Source: http://www.collegeboard.com/student/csearch/college-visits/101.html 


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Choosing a Major 





























































Source: http://www.princetonreview.com/college/choosing-a-major.aspx 
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Six Benefits of Community Colleges 
It Might Be the Right Path for You 















1. You're Not Sure about College. 




 

2. You Aren't Sure What Kind of Program You Want to Pursue. 





 

3. Your GPA Isn't so Great, and You Want to Build Your Skills Before Transferring. 






 

4. You'd Like a Career-Oriented Degree, Such as a Fashion Design or Computer 
Certification Program. 










 

5. You Work, or Have Commitments, and Need a Flexible Schedule. 






 

6. You're Tight on Funds. 





Source: http://www.collegeboard.com/student/csearch/where-to-start/8169.html 
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PSAT & SAT FAQ 

What do the initials "SAT" mean? 






What does the SAT cost? 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

What about fee waivers?  














 

What is the PSAT? 







 

What are the similarities and differences between the SAT and the PSAT/NMSQT®? 





 


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How much time do I have to complete the SAT? 




 

What about students with disabilities? 




 

May I bring something to eat or drink during the test? 



 

How are SAT scores reported? 




 

What will I be asked to write about in the essay? 




 

Are all SAT questions multiple-choice? 



 

What's the difference between the SAT and Subject Tests? 





 

How many times can you take the test? 


 

What do my SAT scores tell college admissions staff members about me? 















 
Source: http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/about/sat/FAQ.html 
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What’s a Good SAT Score or ACT Score? 






The Higher, the Better 














Room for Improvement 









Source: http://www.princetonreview.com/college/good-sat-score-act-score.aspx 

 
 

Need help prepping for the SATs?  
Check out the following websites: 

 





 

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   

   



    

    

    

    



    

    



    

    

    

    

    



    

    



    

    

    



    

    

    






   

    

    

    




   

    
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

    

    

    

    

    

    






   

    

    

     
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



 
________________________________________________________ 
    











































_____________________________________________________ 







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






















 


 






























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